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GATEWAY COMMUNITY AND TECHNICAL COLLEGE PROFESSOR ROCK D. NEELLY 
SIGNS WITH POST MORTEM PRESS FOR FIRST NOVEL 

 
February 10, 2015 (Cincinnati)—Eric Beebe, publisher of Cincinnati’s Post Mortem Press, announced 

today that Post Mortem has acquired Worldwide print and digital rights for THE PURPLE HEART 

DETECTIVE AGENCY by Hutchinson, Kansas native and University of Cincinnati grad, Rock D. Neelly. THE 

PURPLE HEART DETECTIVE AGENCY is the first novel for Neelly and is scheduled for publication release 

on February 17, 2015. It will be available in trade paperback and eBook editions. 

THE PURPLE HEART DETECTIVE AGENCY  has been described as The Hurt Locker meets Chinatown, or 

American Sniper meets Sam Spade. The novel tells of two detectives seeking a missing celebrity, of two 

detectives missing legs from the war. Taking a new case with a beautiful client seems straight forward 

enough, but each step becomes more dangerous than the last until these brothers-in-arms, these 

soldiers, now detectives, head toward a reckoning and must depend on each other for survival.   

THE PURPLE HEART DETECTIVE AGENCY  has it all – a hard-boiled detective story of murder and 

mystery, a war story of pathos and survival, an action story of intrigue and violence, a love story of 

abandon and betrayal, a stick in the eye of the entertainment industry, wry social commentary on how 

America treats its veterans of war, but mostly a rousing tale of brotherhood in war and beyond. And of 

course, a foul-mouthed monkey named Jerry. 

Robert Beattie, author of NIGHTMARE IN WICHITA: HUNT FOR THE BTK STRANGLER says of Rock 

Neelly's PURPLE HEART: "What do wounded warriors do when they return from war missing a leg or 

two?  These tough guys start The Purple Heart Detective Agency.  Using battle-tested skills, laughing all 

the way, when others have turned their backs, these sleuths solve mysteries.  Rock Neelly’s novel is easy 

to pick-up, hard to put down."  

Brian Dobbins, author of THE WITCH'S CARTEL and CORRYVILLE  says, “Rock Neelly hands the reader 

well-defined, believable characters, caught up in a deft blend of old-school detective noir and modern 

technology." 

 An extensive social media, print, and podcast marketing campaign will be launched with the book's 

release. The detective novel will be available via Amazon, Barnes and Noble.com and other on-line 

retailers. THE PURPLE HEART DETECTIVE AGENCY will launch locally (Cincinnati) at several venues 

during release week, with personal appearances by Neelly, both on campus at Gateway and at local area 

booksellers. The author will also have book tour stops in both Hutchinson and Wichita, Kansas in March. 

Rock D. Neelly is available for national radio and regional television appearances, as well as on-line / 

social media. 

For more information, contact Post Mortem Press’ media liaison, Anne Quinn, via email, 

anne.quinn@postmortem-press.com.  
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ABOUT THE PURPLE HEART DETECTIVE AGENCY 

THE PURPLE HEART DETECTIVE AGENCY by Rock D. Neelly 

Advance review copies (in print or digital format), cover image, and author photo available upon request 

292 pages 8.5” x 5.5” 

Post Mortem Press, Cincinnati 

ISBN:  978-0692369692 

Releases February 17, 2015 in trade paper and digital eBook format 

 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Rock Neelly is a Professor of English and Communications in the Cincinnati area. He has written 
numerous articles in magazines, journals, and books over the last fifteen years. In his career, he has 
been a newspaper man, a sales manager, a contributing editor, and a bad guitarist in a garage band. 
Neelly, the grandson of cattle ranchers, the son of teachers, grew up on the high plains of Kansas 
shooting baskets and pheasant. He currently teaches film, literature, and writing at a community college 
in Northern Kentucky. He lives with his wife and family in Liberty Township, OH. The Purple Heart 
Detective Agency is his first novel. 
 
ABOUT POST MORTEM PRESS 

 
Since its inception in 2010, Post Mortem Press has published over 100 titles in the genres of dark fiction, 
suspense/mystery, horror, and dark fantasy. The goal is to provide a showcase for talented authors, 
affording exposure and opportunity to “get noticed” by the mainstream publishing community. Post 
Mortem Press has quickly become a powerful voice in the small genre press community. The result has 
been five years of steady growth and successful endeavors that have garnered attention from all across 
the publishing sphere.  
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